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Low-Frequency Limit of Unified Models for
Backscattering From Oceanlike Surfaces

Christophe Bourlier, Member, IEEE, and Nicolas Pinel, Member, IEEE

Abstract—In the context of electromagnetic-wave backscatter-
ing from oceanlike surfaces, by using the first two orders of unified
models, like the small slope approximation and the local curvature
approximation, we recently proposed an original technique to
reduce the number of numerical integrations to two for easier nu-
merical implementation. In this letter, this technique is simplified
in the low-frequency limit, allowing us to bring a correction to the
first-order small perturbation method.

Index Terms—Radar cross sections, remote sensing, sea surface
electromagnetic scattering.

I. INTRODUCTION

ROM the 1960s, the derivation of the microwave backscat-

tering normalized radar cross section (BNRCS) from
oceanlike surfaces is a topic of investigation which is making
progress and remains a challenging task. The first developed
model is the Two-Scale Model [1], [2]. In the last two decades,
another group of scattering models was proposed, namely, the
local unified models [3]. One of the most popular is the small
slope approximation (SSA) [4]; more recently, models based
on the same decomposition of the scattering matrix as SSA
were developed, like the local curvature approximation (LCA)
[51, [6].

It is well known that such backscattering models are ex-
tremely difficult to implement in the full 3-D case, because of
the fourfold integral that is involved (with two space variables
and two frequency variables) and because of the strongly oscil-
lating behavior of the integrand. That is why, recently, Bourlier
and Pinel presented an original technique to reduce this com-
putation to a twofold integral (with one space variable and
one frequency variable) by resorting to the azimuthal harmonic
expansion of the BNRCS and by using Bessel functions [7].

In this letter, this technique is tested in the low-frequency
(LF) limit, allowing us to bring a correction to the first-order
small perturbation method. This approximation allows us to sig-
nificantly simplify the numerical implementation and to reduce
the computing time of the BNRCS. In Section II, the technique
developed by Bourlier and Pinel is briefly summarized, and
in Section III, it is simplified in the LF limit. In Section IV,
numerical comparisons are presented.
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II. BNRCS OF UNIFIED MODELS

In the literature, from microwave experimental data (for
instance, see [9] and the references therein), it was established
that the BNRCS can be expressed for pg = {V'V, HH} copo-
larizations in the form

aP(0, ;u) = o4 (0;u) + o5 (0; u) cos(2¢) (1
where ¢ is the observation azimuthal angle with respect to
the wind direction, € is the observation elevation angle, and
w is the wind speed. In addition, o7%(6;u) = 0 (coefficient
along cos ¢) because the surface is assumed to be Gaussian. By
considering the first two orders of the kernels of unified models,
NP0, ¢; €) ~ NTI(G, ¢) + NTU(B, ¢; &), which depend on
the chosen model the BNRCS is equal to the sum of two terms,
aP4(0, p;u) = oT 0, p;u) + o756, ¢; u). The subscript “117
results from the autocorrelation of the first-order scattered field,
whereas the subscript “12” results from the cross correlation
between the first- and second-order scattered fields.

Bourlier and Pinel recently showed that the BNRCS even
harmonics {07} ((0;u), 075 (0;u)} related to “11” can be
expressed as [7]

011[)1610(9' u) = Ay J"OOC Jo(a)[e?Io(b) — 1]rdr @
ot (0;u) = 24, [~ eﬁjg (a)I1(b)rdr
where
a(r) =2Krsind, b(r) = Q*Wy(r)
Blr) = Q2Wo(r), A =2mAINPIO) e @ 3)
A:;Tz’ Q. = 2K cos®b.
In addition
Wz(r ¢r) = Wo(r) —co (2¢T)W2( )
WO fO WO E JO( ) 4)
Wa(r) = fy~ Wa(€)Jo(r&)de

where W, and W, stand for the isotropic and anisotropic
parts of the sea spectrum, respectively. Wy and Wy are their
respective associated correlation functions, and 03] = Wy(0)
is the height variance. In polar coordinates (&, ¢¢), the sea

spectrum is assumed to be

W (& ¢¢) = [Wo(€) + Wo (&) cos(2¢¢)]/(2m)  (5)

which is consistent with the sea spectrum of Elfouhaily et al.
[8]. J,,, and I,,, are the Bessel functions of the first and second
kinds, respectively, and of order m. Equation (2) shows that the
BNRCS is obtained from a single numerical integration over
the radial distance r.
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For the LCA2 model, we have (v = 0)
oo o0
Oian(0iu) = 2Ame @77 //rd{erpq
00

x (Wo@)Jn(a) (PI5(O)o(e) — 1] + 6}
Tu(a)Ta(0)

X[I%_z(b)—&-l'n;z(b)]), n is even
(6)

+ %Wg(f)eﬂ

where

e / GPI(E, de—vg)e TP dlge—vg) (D)

GPI(E, 6¢) = —2QuTm [(NP)" NB(€, )]
GPI(E, 6¢) = —2QuTm [P NB(E, )] ®)
. 2
+ |3 00| PPT

¢ = &r, and 6y, is the Kronecker symbol such that 6, ,,, = 1if
n = m and zero if otherwise. Equation (7) is the Fourier series
of the kernel GP9(&, ¢¢) expressed from the first N7(6, ¢)-
and second N3 (0, ¢; €, ¢¢)-order kernels. In the backscatter-
ing direction, their expression can be found in [7]. To simplify
the derivation of the BNRCS, the phase perturbation technique
(PPT) is often applied, which implies a new definition of the

kernel GP4(€, ¢ ). For more details, see [7].
For the SSA2 model, we have (v = 1)

Jlf;,n(QQU) =2A7T6_Q3‘7r27//7ad§dr
00

x(Wo@){ 710 (a,b,0) =GR 5 (1) Ju(a)
+ G Jo(a)dno }

0D (a,b,¢)—GRY¢)

X Z Jn’y+2

y==%1

niseven (9)

+W2(§){e’3

0) s (b)]

with G , =G, €R. The functions Q) (a,b,c) and
953) (a, b, c) are expressed from sums of Bessel functions. They
are given by equations (42) and (43) in [7], respectively. Unlike
the LCA2 model, the SSA2 model requires the computation of
a sum over s. For s = 0, corresponding to the LCA2 model, (6)
is found.

The SSA2 requires the computation of a sum because its
second-order subkernel N3%(6, ¢; &, ¢¢) depends on the angle

¢ — ¢¢, whereas the LCA2 second-order subkernel is isotropic,
since it is independent of ¢ — ¢¢. This fundamental difference
implies that the derivations led for the SSA2 model are more
complicated than that for the LCA2 model. It is also important
to note that (9) is valid for any kernel N34(0, ¢; €, ¢¢) obeying
the same properties as SSA2 or LCA2.

The next section simplifies the equations by applying the
LF limit. For the SSA2 model, it is equivalent to extending
the SPM-1 by adding the contribution related to the subker-
nel N340, ¢; &, ¢¢). Typically, for an oceanlike surface, the
SPM-1 can be applied for & = 30°. The higher order of the
LCA-1 model is not a correction to the SPM-1, because its first
order satisfies the first-order Kirchoff (KA-1) approximation.

III. BNRCS IN THE LF LIMIT

Under the SPM-1, the Rayleigh roughness parameter
Q.0, = 2Ko0, cos 0 is assumed to be much smaller than one.
Then, the integrands of (2) can be expanded as

eﬁIo(b) —-1=06+0 (Qi) (10)

eﬁfl(b) =b/24+0 (Qﬁ) .

Substituting (10) into (2) and using (4) and (11) [13]
Vs [ri(enkanar =~ ka)je D
0
we obtain

{0110( u) = 2 |NPYO)|* Wo(ks)/ ks (12)

011,2(9§U) = ‘711 1o(0; U)A(kB)'

As expected, under the SPM-1 limit, the BNRCS is propor-
tional to the sea spectrum evaluated at the Bragg wavenumber
&E=kp. .

For the case N34(€) # 0, first, a series expansion over @,
up to the first order is considered. Thus

eﬁIn(b) = 6’n,0 + @) (Qﬁ) . (13)

The functions leo) (a,b,c) and Q,(f) (a,b,c) [7, eqgs. (42)
and (43)] can be simplified from their substitutions into (9) and
by using (11). Then, the integrations over r and £ lead the SSA2
model to

P9 (0.4) = Wo(kp) 0 G (K
0—12’0( ’u) T 2kpKZ2cos20 Z ( ) 3( B) (14)
b, () = w.
The sum over s can be reduced to s € N, since G,S = G’s S

R. The BNRCS is then very simple and is equal to the sum of
the Fourier series coefficients, which depend on the first- and
second-order subkernels. A

For the LCA2 model, since G/ | = 0 for |s| > 0, we have

pa U?g,oA(kB)
122= 7 5

Wo(kg)Go(ks)

Dao(0;u) = . (15
0120( u) 2kp K2 cos20 as)
Thus, the use of the LF limit makes it possible to remove

the twofold numerical integrations [see (6)] over r and &.
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In addition, like for the SPM-1 model, the BNRCS is related
to the sea spectrum computed at & = kp but multiplied by
the kernel Go(kg). For a perfectly conducting surface, the
expressions of the LCA2 subkernels are very simple. See for
instance [7, Appendix D]. Then, we have

NVVHH _ - jQ:€ NVV Zog? N 92 (16)
2 - 9 1 - 1 =
leading from (8) to
0{)510(9' u) = iSI/i/o(lﬁjg)K3 sin 0 an
obso(03u) = 8Wo (kp) K sin 0(£1 + sin® 6/2).

The sign + corresponds to the VV polarization, whereas
the sign — corresponds to the HH polarization. For a highly
conducting surface (|e,.| > 1), like the sea surface, we have

A 2 .
oT50(030) = 4 [NPO) | Wolks) sin 0 x Re(ar)
4 (18)
K

~ 2
‘qu(e)‘ Wo(kp) sin 0
x [Re(aP) + sin® f|aPq|?]

Q

0?3,0(95 u)

where aVV = —1/2 and oM™ =1/2 4 tan?0/e,. The next
section shows that a series expansion over Q. up to the first
order is enough for the LCA2 model, unlike for the SSA2
model. Indeed, by substituting (7) into (14), the sum over s, i.e.,
S (—1)*G(kp), vanishes since Y, (—1)%¢75* = 0. Thus, a
series expansion up to the second order is needed, leading to
more complex derivations, which are reported in the Appendix.
It is then shown for the SSA2 model that

Up;?o O5u
{ 1 2( )_\IIO (0,1)=Ao,0(0)+ 3 [Po2(kB, &w) — A2 2(1)]
L()_\Ijz o(1,1)—A, (1)—1—% [‘I/o,z(éhafw)_AO#?(O)]
(19)
where
27 00 Wi ()W (€w
\Pn,m(uav) = i 0 0 %
x Gra(g, —a—m) (1 — 20’0 ) dadg
A () = Wlbod L 37 (2417 (€)GPa(E, a)
(1 - 2u sin a)dadE
Ew = /€2 + k% — 26k cos a.
(20)

The aforementioned equations show that 073 (6;u) is ex-
pressed from a double integral, in which the product of two
spectra, computed at § and &, € [|{ — kp|;§ + kp] (as func-
tions of £ and kp), occurs. This behavior can be interpreted
as a convolution product expressed in polar coordinates, which
is characteristic of the SPM-2 limit, satisfied by the SSA2
model. Like for (9), the BNRCS requires the computation of
twofold numerical integrations over the radial distance r and the
angle . However, the BNRCS does not require the calculation
of the Fourier series coefficients {@;q(f )} [see (7)] and of the
sum over s. Thus, the numerical implementation of (19) is much
easier than that of (9).
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Fig. 1. BNRCS computed from the SSA2 and LCA2 models versus the
incidence angle 0 for f = 14 GHz and w19 = 5 m/s. At the top, n = 0 (zero-
order harmonic), and at the bottom, n = 2 (second-order harmonic). On the left
is VV polarization, and on the right is HH polarization.

IV. NUMERICAL RESULTS

The numerical evaluations of the BNRCSs {011 00112

given by (2), (6), and (9) are explained in detail in [7]. With
the use of the LF limit, the LCA2 numerical implementation
[see (15), (17), and (18)] is very easy, because no numerical
integration is needed. In addition, for a given incidence angle 6,
on a PC with 4 GB of RAM and a processor of 3 GHz, the
computing time for the SSA2 is on the order of 0.1 s.

The aim of this letter is not to compare the different backscat-
tering models with measurements. This was already done
thoroughly in previous works [10]-[12] (see also references
therein). The scope of this letter is to study the accuracy of the
LF limit. As shown by Bourlier and Pinel [7], the LCA2 model
gives nonphysical results for the HH polarization when the PPT
is not applied, whereas the SSA2 model gives the same results
with and without the use of the PPT. Thus, in the following,
only the PPT is tested.

Fig. 1 shows the BNRCS computed from the SSA2 and
LCA2 models versus the incidence angle 6 for f = 14 GHz
and w19 = 5 m/s. As can be seen, the LCA2 second-order
contribution “12” is larger than the SSA2 one and is positive
for the HH polarization, whereas it is negative for the VV
polarization. It can be noted that the LCA11 satisfies the KA-1
limit, whereas the SSA11 satisfies the SPM-1 limit, which
explains their different behaviors for 6 2> 25°.

Fig. 2 shows the harmonics (n = 0 and n = 2) of the ratio
|oPaLE /oPd| computed from the SSA2 model versus the inci-
dence angle 6 € [0;60] in degrees for f = 14 GHz (Ku-band,
sea relative permittivity €, = 47 + 738), u1p = 5 m/s, and VV
and HH polarizations. Fig. 3 shows the same parameters as
in Fig. 2, but for the LCA2 model. In the legends of Figs. 2
and 3, the label “11-LF+12-LF” means that the LF is applied
to both 11 and 12, and the label “11+12-LF” means that the
LF is applied only to 12. For the LCA2 model, the label “11+
12-LF-HC” means that (18) is used for the computation of 712,
whereas o013 is computed without approximation.

For 6 close to zero, Figs. 2 and 3 clearly show that the
LF approximation cannot be applied to the 11 order (SPM-1).
For the SSA2 model, as # increases, the ratio computed from
the use of the LF approximation tends toward the one without
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Fig. 2. Ratio [oR%"F /629|, in decibel scale, computed from the SSA2
model versus the incidence angle € for f = 14 GHz and w19 = 5 m/s.
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Fig. 3. Same as in Fig. 2, but for the LCA2 model.

TABLE 1
MEAN VALUE OF THE DIFFERENCE IN DECIBEL SCALE FOR THE SSA2
AND LCA2 MODELS, RESPECTIVELY. u1g IS IN METERS PER
SECOND AND f IS IN GIGAHERTZ

u10, f VV,n=0 | HH,mn=0 | VV,n=2 | HH,n=2
5,53 0.167 -0.253 0.046 -0.004
10, 5.3 0.166 -0.298 0.047 -0.032
5, 14 0.171 -0.308 0.047 -0.044
10, 14 0.204 -0.374 0.056 -0.062
5,53 0.000 0.154 0.002 0.052
10, 5.3 0.140 0.034 0.118 -0.029
5,14 0.006 0.176 0.012 0.049
10, 14 0.104 0.125 0.010 -0.019

approximation. For the LCA2 model, Fig. 3 shows, for any 0,
that the results computed from the LF approximation match
very well the results with no approximation. For small 0, Fig. 3
shows a difference between the results, but has no impact
on the total BNRCS (not depicted here). This result is very
interesting because the use of the LF approximation leads to
a very simple model of the BNRCS, which is very easy to
implement numerically.

Table I gives the values of § = meange|10;60)c |59+ /R
(in decibels, red dashed-line curves in Figs. 2 and 3) for
different frequencies f (in gigahertz) and wind speeds uig (in
meters per second). As can be seen, J is not much sensitive to
the wind speed and the frequency.

V. CONCLUSION

In this letter, under the LF limit, the numerical implementa-
tion of the sea BNRCS has been simplified for local unified
models and tested on the LCA2 and SSA2 kernels. For the
SSA2 model, the BNRCS computation requires the evaluation
of a 2-D integral over the wavenumber ¢ and the angle a, which
strongly reduces the numerical complexity, comparatively with
the case for which no assumption is used (4-D integral). For
the LCA2 model, a very simple closed-form expression of the
BNRCS, which requires no numerical integration, is obtained.
It is then shown that the BNRCS is proportional to the sea
spectrum multiplied by the LCA kernel and evaluated at the
Bragg frequency.

Simulations led for microwave frequencies show that the
SSA2 model with the LF limit tends toward the SSA2 model
with no approximation when the incidence angle increases.
For the LCA2 model, the agreement is even better as the
results with and without approximations do not highlight
significant differences for all incidence angles. Thus, the LF
limit is very useful for moderate incidence angles (smaller than
80°-85°) because the numerical integrations over {r,{} in
(6) and (9) become very difficult, since the integrand strongly
oscillates and slowly decreases. Like in [7], let us recall that
the derivations led in this letter are general and can be used for
other kinds of scattering kernels.

APPENDIX

Using a series expansion over (), up to the second order,
from [7, eq. (42)], the term e” Q%O)(a, b, c) in (9) becomes
eﬂﬂéo)(a, b,c) = Qéo)(a, 0,¢)+ 5

+oo ~
X ; (71)SGEQ(£)JS(C)JS(Q)+O(Q§)

eﬁQéO)(a, b,c) = ng)(a7 0,¢)+b

T s Apa
x 55 CUCEE ) ()| 3 ayssla)

§=—00 y==%1
+0(Q?)
(A1)
where
AL =148 () =0/2 €’L,(b)=0 (A2)

up to the order Q?, where I_1(b) = I;(b) and n > 1. In the
same way, from [7, eq. (43)], the term eQiWU(T)Q%Z) (a,b,c) in
(9) becomes

EWomODia b ) =0 (6.0 2W.
€ 0 (a7 ’C) 0 (a7 7C)+Qz 2(76)

T+ s APd
x 3 (=1 fs © Jy(a)

X Z Js+2'y(c) +O(Q§)
y==x1

eQzWo(r) ng)(a7 b,c)= Qgg)(a, 0,¢)+Q>Wy(r) (A3)

+o0 s
x 3 LnieRE

S§=—00

x| 22 Jays(@)Jay+s(c)
y==*1

+0(Q3).

Authorized licensed use limited to: University of Nantes. Downloaded on July 23,2010 at 08:37:28 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.



510

The use of the Graf addition theorem [13] on the Bessel
functions leads to

Jp(w)el?X = Z Jprs () Js (v)e?* (A4)
with
w = VuZ +v2 —2uvcosa, wvsina =wsiny (AS)
U — VoS = W CoS X.

By the substitution of (A4) into (7) and (Al) and since
(—=1)*GP(&) = GPY(&)e *™, one obtains

“+o00

QIWo(r) Y (—1)°GRA(&)Js(c) Js(a)

S§=—00

27
2W R
= LU [ hrea)mie ve)da (A6)
0

oo sca
@) Y. TVEE 10 S @
s=—00 y==*1
QIWs(r)

= 7/6'” &, ¢¢)Ja(réw) cos(2x)da  (AT)

where

bw="2 = \JE 4k}~ 2kpeosa,  a=¢— g
T

(A3)
in which &, is independent of r.
In the same way, from (A3), one obtains

DI NE

oo sépa
Qin(T) Z Lfé(f)‘](

s=—00 ) N=£1
= lejl[/;(r)/ GPU(E, de)J2(réw) cos(2x)dar (A9)
0
Q2Wo(r) f (_1 Zi:lhws a)J2y1s(c)
Q2W0 W

/qu (&, ¢¢)Jo(réw) cos(2a)da.  (A10)

It can be noted that

1— 20’ iy (A7) (u=a,v =c)

cos(2y) = Sw )’ All
(2x) 1—2’“*;%, in (A9) (u=c,v=a) (D
which is independent of the radial distance r.
The use of (4) and (11) yields
fo Wo(r)Jo(réy)rdr
= [ Wo(€) x [ [3° o (ré)) Jo(rE)rdr] de’ = Wolked
fo Wa(r Jg(rfw)rdr
= [y Wa ) % [fo Ta (€ ) Ta(ryy Jrdr] de! = W2l
(A12)
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Thus, the integration over r in (A6), (A7), (A9), and (A10)
multiplied by r leads to

Jo 1(A6)] rdr = g—; I Wo(ﬁw)@;’:(i,—a—w) o

00 2 0o Wy w Gra ,—Q—T
fo [(AT)] rdr = %fo (Ew) gw(i )

X (1 - 725?“2"> do

00 2021 Wy(€,)GPY(E,—a—m
fO [(A9)] rdr = ff; fO Wa(§w) §w(£ )

x (1- %Bgﬂ) da
1o [(A10)] rdr = Qz 027r ot o o o

Ew

x (1 —2sin? a)da

(A13)

respectively. From (9), the derivation of o7y, (6;u) also re-
quires the integrations of G5%(€)1,,/2(b)Jn(a) = Q%O)(cu b,0)
and Y _ .y Jnyt2(a)lnypo/2(b) = Qg)(a, b,0). Using the

fact that J,,(0) # 0 for n = 0, from (A1), (A3), and (11), they
are obtained from (A13) by taking ¢ = 0.
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